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NOTES AND DOCUMENTS 

A Fbagmentaey Journal of William L. Sublette 

William L. Sublette, the author of the fragmentary journal 
herewith published, belonged to that second generation of Mis- 
sourians intimately associated with the fur trade of the far west. 
The contemporary of Jedediah S. Smith, David E. Jackson, 
Thomas Fitzpa trick, Louis Vasquez, and "Jim" Bridger, like 
them he served his apprenticeship under the energetic, ambi- 
tious, and adventurous William H. Ashley in his own and the cen- 
tury's early twenties. During what was presumably his second 
trip to the mountains, in 1826, Sublette with David E. Jackson 
and Jedediah S. Smith bought out Ashley's interest in the lucra- 
tive business and from that time to his retirement in 1842, three 
years before his death, was directly or indirectly interested in 
the fur trade. In the course of these years he made frequent 
trips to the mountains, but, unlike many of his companions, he 
kept no diary or journal of his travels. His knowledge of the 
mountains, however, and his prominence as a citizen, made him 
eagerly sought by explorers, emigrants, scientists — in short, by 
all who ventured into the uncharted plains and passes of the 
Rockies. 

The American west was a sportsman's paradise and in the 
heyday of the fur trade not a few big-game hunters from abroad 
tried their luck and skill at the buffalo, mountain lions, elk, and 
antelope. Two of the most prominent of these were Britons, 
Sir William Drummond Stewart of Murthly, Scotland, and Sir 
George Gore, Baron Sligo, of Ireland. Sir William Stewart 
spent years enough in the west in the thirties to become 
thoroughly enamored of the country and of the wild, rugged, 
primitive life of its inhabitants. Sir George Gore, following in 
Stewart's steps some twenty years later, spent a twelvemonth 
in the upper Missouri country where he was fortunate enough 
to secure as a guide the renowned "Jim" Bridger, who knew the 
mountains more intimately and more accurately than any other 
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man of his time. It is interesting to observe that both these 
gentlemen entered the west from the United States and under 
the auspices of American fur trading concerns rather than with 
the Hudson's Bay company from Canada, which might seem the 
logical approach for Britons. One reason for this was undoubt- 
edly the more liberal attitude of the United States government 
toward the introduction of whiskey, which was deemed essential 
both for argument with the aborigines and as succor for the 
hunters. The American regulations on this subject were, to be 
sure, reasonably strict but not sufficiently so to prevent Sir Wil- 
liam Stewart's obtaining permission, before setting out on his 
expedition of 1843, "to take with him as much spiritous liquors 
as he may deem necessary for the use of himself and party." 1 

Sir William Drummond Stewart made his first trip to the 
Bocky mountains in 1834. In his company, part of the time, 
were the Oregon missionary, Jason Lee ; two scientists, Thomas 
Nuttall of Harvard and J. K. Townsend, the ornithologist; the 
enterprising Nathaniel J. Wyeth, builder of Fort Hall, and the 
trapping company of Milton Sublette, brother of William L. 
Sublette, and member of the firm of Fitzpatrick, Sublette, and 
Bridger. It was thus that he came to know the brothers Sub- 
lette, for William went to the mountains this year and was pres- 
ent at Bendezvous on Ham's fork of Green river, in June. For 
the next ten years Stewart and William Sublette maintained a 
correspondence at first formal and perfunctory but in later 
years thoroughly intimate and personal. Five expeditions to 
the mountains on the part of Stewart, in succeeding years from 
1834 to 1838 inclusive, increased the intimacy between the two 
and gave to the foreigner that love for the west and that long- 
ing to return that so many others since him have felt and so few 
have gratified. Early in the spring of 1839, Stewart returned 
to Scotland to look after his estates and from then till the fall 
of 1842, when he at last came back to revisit with William Sub- 
lette their old haunts, his correspondence is filled with plans 
and projects. At first he hoped to return in 1841, then the trip 
was postponed to 1842 and full preparations were made for an 
expedition in the spring of that year, even to the purchase of 

1 Sublette manuscripts, carton 12, in Missouri historical society library. 
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horses and mules. Again he was delayed, however, and it was 
not till late in 1842 that Sir William set foot once more in "the 
land of the free, the friendly and the brave" as he calls it in one 
of his letters. He wintered in New Orleans, coming up to St. 
Louis in April, 1843. From this point, with a splendid outfit and 
in company with William Sublette, he set out for the country of 
big game. 

William Sublette, as indicated above, retired from active bus- 
iness in 1842, so that Sir William on his arrival found him a 
gentleman of means and leisure, in the prime of life and as anxi- 
ous as himself to enjoy again the vigorous out-of-door life of the 
mountains. Apparently Sublette regarded this trip as a sort of 
grand tour and, as such, worthy of being recorded in detail. Ac- 
cordingly he started a careful journal and cash account of the 
expedition ; but, perhaps being unused to keeping a diary and to 
much writing of any sort (nearly all his business correspondence 
and accounts are in the hand of his St. Louis partner, Robert 
Campbell), he quit abruptly after a few weeks and just at the 
point where his journal promises to be most interesting and en- 
tertaining. The fragment, however, is not devoid of interest, 
first because of the prominence of its author and further because 
of the frequent references to people and events of historic sig- 
nificance. The month of May, 1843, was important in the history 
of the whole west. From Independence and Westport there set 
out in this month, besides Stewart and Sublette, Lieutenant Fre- 
mont on his second exploring expedition, a group of Roman 
Catholic missionaries bound for the Flatheads and the Pend 
d'Oreilles or Kalispel to prosecute the great work begun by 
Father De Smet, and most important of all, the first real multi- 
tude of emigrants (considerably larger than the group of 1842) 
to the Oregon country and the "western watters." All these, 
Fremont, the Jesuits, and the Oregon emigrants were going into 
the wilderness to carry American civilization and American 
political institutions and they were all indebted at one time or 
another on their way to the two sportsmen, Sir William Drum- 
mond Stewart and William L. Sublette. 

Haekison C. Dale 
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The Joubnal 

Monday May 1st 1843 

Wm. L. Sublette Left for the Eocky Mountains 2 with 3 men, J. Crom- 
well, 3 J. Godair, Alexander Cheauvin and 2 Black boys of My Own, John, 
14 years and Lige, 11 years Old With 4 Horsis & 9 Mules. 
May 1st, Expends 2.50 

2 Expends 3.12% 

Breakfast 2.00 

3 Expends 3.00 

Breakfast at Mopins 2.25 

Feriage, Gasconade,* 25 cts. man 

& Horse, Loose 12% 2.37% 



15.25 
Over 

May 4th 1843, Brot over 15.25 

Bill 2.50 

Breakfast 62% 

Feriage at Osage 5 2.371/4 

Dinner and Horses 2.75 

Feriage at Morrow 6 1.31% 

arive at Jefferson City, 7 had 

Saurel Horse shod in front .75 

had Sir D. W. Stewart 8 mule shoes 

remove in front as he took lame .25 

May 5 1843 

Bought 8 mules of Gorden & Burch, 9 

at Jefferson City a $40 Each $320. 

2 Sublette follows the main highway westward, the Boone 's road, south of the 
Missouri river. 

3 John Cromwell. 

* The Gasconade river rises in Wright county, Missouri, and takes its course in a 
northerly direction entering the Missouri at Gasconade, Gasconade county. 

s The Osage river rises in Oklahoma and after a meandering course of some five 
hundred miles joins the Missouri fourteen miles below Jefferson City. It is four 
hundred yards wide at its mouth. 

« Moreau creek, a small stream entering the Missouri eight miles below Jefferson 
City. 

7 In 1840 a town of 1,174 inhabitants. The naturalist Audubon had passed 
through Jefferson City six days before, traveling by boat. Maria R. Audubon, 
Audubon and his journals. With zoological and other notes by Elliott Coues (New 
York, 1897), 1:458. 

8 Sir William Drummond Stewart on this, his sixth trip to the mountains, left St. 
Louis a few days after Sublette. Stewart to Sublette, Sublette manuscripts, carton 3. 

»W. S. Burch, a cousin of William Sublette. The firm of Gorden and Bureh 
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Paid for cordage -75 

Over 26.561/4 

May 5 1843 remained at Jefferson City 

Expencis 5.25 

May 6th Left Jefferson City 

Bill 5.37% 

Breakfasted at the Monitor, 10 Bill 2.00 

Toll Gate 1-75 

May 7 Stoped at Boon Ville " 

Bill at Boon Ville 7.75 

Expencis in Crossing River to 

Look for Horse for Lieutenant Greyham, 2.50 

Perrage at Lamine 12 1.75 

8th Bill at Arrow Rock 13 _ 2.25 

Cash to Cromwell & Chouvin for 

Breakfast & Horses 1.50 



56.43% 

May 8 1843 56.4334 

Took Breakfast and Staid all 

night at Marshall " Saline County 

May 9 Expencis 5 75 

Breakfast at Gilbrelths 2.00 
Bought 1 Mule of Gilbreth 

@ $50, One Do @ $60 

May 10 Mule shod in front at Lexington 15 .75 

My Bill at Lexington 100 

Men & Horses in the Country 2.50 

Breakfast at Renick 16 2.25 



70.683^ 
May 11, 1843 70 . 68 % 
Pasturage 2.00 

was dissolved this spring. W. S. and Isabella Burch to W. L. Sublette, April 23, 
1843, Sublette manuscripts, carton 1. 

io The Moniteau, a small stream entering the Missouri near the town of Marion. 

"Boonville, six miles below the mouth of La Mine river and high up on 
the bluffs overlooking the Missouri, is the county seat of Cooper county. It was 
named for Daniel Boone. 

12 La Mine river. 

is Arrow Rock, Saline county. 

i* The county seat of Saline county. 

is The county seat of Lafayette county. 

iflStrother(f) Eenniek's, twelve miles from Lexington. 
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May 12 Bill at Independence 17 at 

Knowles 18 12.00 

pasturage 1.50 

ferage 100 



One third to W. L. Sublette for 
my expencis 



$87.18% 
29. 



58. 
One mule 100. 

2 mules, 55 each 110. 

One at 60 60. 



$328. 
Sir Wm. D. Stewart Draft, cheek 
On Prince, Ward, & Bang, New York, 
May 12 1843 328. 



000. 
Sir William D. Stewarts Draft On Prence, 
Ward & King for Three Hundred and Twenty 
Eight Dollars, Balance due W. L. Sublette. 
Independence May 12 1843 

feriage at Bigg Blue 19 .25 

14 May Bill at Nolands 20 4.00 

Went to Porte Osage " and Back, Bill .75 

15 May Bill at Independence 2.50 

Do at Renicks 1.00 

16 May Bill at Noland 2.25 

" The county seat of Jackson county, and, together with Westport and later Kan- 
sas City, one of the triple termini of the Santa F6 and Oregon trails and consequently 
a prominent outfitting place. Independence is forty miles from Lexington. At this 
time there were two taverns in Independence, one kept by Leonard H. Rennick and 
the other by H. Smalwood Noland, successor to William Lawrence. 

is Possibly referring to H. S. Noland. See note preceding. 

i9 Big Blue Water, a ereek entering the Missouri just above Independence. 

20 See note 18. 

2i Fort Osage, built in 1808-1809 near the present town of Sibley, on the south 
side of the Missouri and east of Independence, was abandoned in 1827 on the erec- 
tion of Fort Leavenworth. The site of Fort Osage was owned in 1837 by Mr. A. 
Gamble, who laid out the town of Sibley. Alphonso Wetmore, Gazeteer of the state 
of Missouri (St. Louis, 1837), 98. 
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Bill at Westport 22 1.00 

17 Bill at Independence 2.00 

18 paid L. Renick 23 4.00 

19 paid Leonard, 2 * freight on Goods 16.20 

Expences 2.50 

Expense at Col. Childes 25 2.00 

Do 208 [ ?] Bacon @ 6c • 6.25 

Sundry small articles 1.25 

Olde Harness of Waldo 26 3.25 

May 20th 1843 

Repairing Solomon's 27 Rifle. 5.25 

for Candles •12 1 / 4 

2 Collars @ 1.00 2.00 

2 Briches @ 1.00 2.00 

2 Belly Bands @ .50 1.00 

2 Black Band @ .75 1.50 

2 Lines @ .25 .50 
1 Rod of Iron for Spits .25 

3 Trace chains 1.75 

Feriage 1.50 

Hire of Col Childes Waggon to hall 

to Independence 7.50 

22 Four miles west of Independence and, at this time, quite as important as the 
latter. 

23 Leonard Rennick. See note 17. 

2* Again referring to Leonard Eenniek. 

25 Probably James Chiles, a member of the local democratic committee of 1844. 

28 Perhaps of the firm of Brown, Waldo, and company, general merchandisers and 
outfitters. 

27 Solomon Perry Sublette had an interest for a time in the fur business of his 
more prosperous brother, but being of an unsettled disposition, he drifted in the 
thirties into horse trading, making several trips into the south. During the winter 
and spring of 1842-1843, he was back in Missouri, acting as a collection agent for 
Sublette and Campbell. This work took him up the river as far as Independence a 
few weeks ahead of William Sublette. Prom this point he left for the mountains 
(See entry under date May 30). On his return from the mountains in the fall of 
1843, he tried his hand at the fur trade again in the employ of Bent and St. Vrain, 
journeying to Taos, in New Mexico, and even to California and back. In December, 
1846, he applied for the office of Indian agent to the Sauk and Poxes and, after a 
hurried trip to Santa Fe, under contract to carry the United States mail, he was 
appointed to this office. His commission was renewed in March, 1848. He met with 
financial difficulties as Indian agent and in May, 1848, left again for New Mexico. 
In the year 1848-1849 he was in Santa Fe and Chihuahua, returning to Westport in 
December, 1849, and thence to St. Louis. In May, 1848, he married his brother 
William's widow. He died in St. Louis in August, 1857. The present sketch is 
based largely on his correspondence in the Sublette manuscripts. 
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Salt for animals .40 
Cordage 50 

May 20th, Blacksmith Bill 8.00 

Keggs for tar .75 

Tar 2 galons 1.25 

Shoing Horse .75 

Bacon 1.25 

Harness Buckles &c 5.12y 2 

Butter 1.25 

peper 50 

Coffee mele 1.00 

Cordage .75 

One Mule 45.00 

1 doz Bottles .50 

Horse Shoing 2.75 

May 23 Bill at Independence 12.50 

Rosonn .50 

Flower 78 lb [ ?] 100. 

1 Bridle for Solomon .75 

Feriage .25 

May 24 1843 

Bill at Westporte 4.00 

May 26/43 

Sold Lieut. Fremont 28 3 mules @ $30 

and 2 at $35 160. 

draft on Robt Campbell. 29 Sent one by mail 

& One by Fogle. 30 

May 27 1843 Leather and Sundries to 10.00 

Left "Westeporte On May 27th 1843 for the Rocky Mountains. Mad 15 

miles & Encampt at Round grove 81 thuss miss Sir W. D. Stewarts trail 

28 Fremont had arrived in Kansas City May 17, nine days before, and remained 
until the thirty-first, when he resumed his journey to the mountains. See letter of 
Fremont to Colonel J. J. Abert, chief of the corps of topographical engineers, Wash- 
ington, March 1, 1845, published in John C. Fremont, Narrative of the exploring ex- 
pedition to the Bocky mountains in the year 1842, and to Oregon and north California 
in the years lS43-'44 (Washington, 1845), 105. Fremont, on leaving Kansas City 
followed Sublette's route for four days, after that bearing to the south. 

2» Sublette 's partner. 

30 Possibly the Vogel mentioned by Francis Parkman, Oregon trail (New York, 
1901), 8. Vogel kept a small grocery and gin shop in Westport. Says Parkman, 
"As we passed this establishment, we saw Vogel 's broad German face and knavish- 
looking eyes thrust from his door." This was in 1846. 

3i Sublette was following here the usual Santa-Fe-Oregon trail. Round Grove or 
Elm Grove was on the headwaters of Cedar creek, a southern tributary of the Kansas 
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whom I Was to g[o] on With as he had Borne more to the N. W. to avoid 
the Oregan and California Co of about One hundred waggons Emigrat- 
ing to the Western Watters. 32 

May 28 passt Some 40 or 50 Santa-fee waggons siting out on there Spring 
Expedition. Left the Santaf ee Trace 33 and took Sublette 's Old Trace 3i 
to the Mountains made about 25 miles. 

29 Good deal Troubled with the Crossing of the Creeks as the road was 
much Cut up by Waggons. In company with one California Waggon & 
5 Oregon waggons Came up. Made about 18 miles & Encampt near the 
Kansa or Caw Eiver. 35 

May 29th Came to Cansas River after 8 miles, found some 40 waggons 
Crossing the Cansas River Bound for the Oregan Territory at the 
mouth of the Columbia. Crost the River in pappans Boat. 38 The Ore- 
river. See Josiah Gregg, "Commerce of the prairies, or the journal of a Santa Fe 
trader, 1831-1839," printed in Early western travels, 1743-1846, edited by Eeuben 
G. Thwaites (Cleveland, 1904-1907), 19: 193, n. 35. Fremont camped here four dayB 
later. Peter H. Burnett, Mecollections and opinions of an old pioneer, published in 
New York in 1880 and partially reprinted in the Oregon historical society quarterly, 
5: 67, describes the grove as consisting of only two trees, both elms, and a few dog- 
wood bushes. The larger of the elms had had all its branches trimmed off for fire- 
wood. Burnett with a large company of Oregon emigrants camped here five days 
before Sublette. See also J. W. Nesmith, "Diary of the emigration of 1843," in 
Oregon historical society quarterly, 7: 330, and George Wilkes, History of Oregon, 
geographical and political . . . embracing an analysis of the old Spanish claims, 
the British pretensions, the United States title. . . To which is added a journal of 
the events of the . . . emigrating expedition of 1843 (New York, 1845), 67. 

32 Sir William had probably gone up the Missouri from St. Louis by boat. At 
any rate his heavier freight had been sent up in this manner and put on shore near 
Chouteau's Landing, twelve miles above Independence. Audubon, Audubon and his 
journals, 1 : 468. From Chouteau 's Landing he would proceed westward, to the 
north of the Santa Fe trail, following probably the north bank of the Kansas river 
(see entry under date May 30). There were a number of emigrant parties to be 
avoided. A large body had camped at Bound Grove five days before Sublette, as 
noted above, and two other companies camped there on the thirty-first. Sublette 
probably refers to the earlier one, the famous Burnett- Applegate expedition, consist- 
ing at this time of 111 wagons. Oregon historical society quarterly , 7: 331. When 
the eompany reached a point about two hundred and fifty miles above Independence, 
thanks to a number of accretions, it comprised 992 souls, with 121 wagons, 698 oxen, 
and many loose cattle. Letter to the New Orleans Picayune, July 14, 1843, re- 
printed in Oregon historical society quarterly, 2: 190. 

33 The parting of the ways was just beyond Bound Grove. 

3* The route of Sublette's fur-trading expeditions in the twenties and thirties and 
at this time substantially the Oregon trail. 

35 Not far from the present city of Topeka. 

36 Papin, a former French engage who lived on the banks of the Kansas in a one- 
roomed log hut, cultivated a small plot of ground, and maintained a primitive ferry 
in the shape of a large raft. The Oregon company, which arrived at the crossing 
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gon people had a boat of their own. Made 3 miles and Encampd on 
the Soldier Eiver which Emptis in the Kansas below. 37 Found there 
Encampt about One hundred and 40 Waggons for the Oregan or Co- 
lumbia River. 
May 30th 1843. 

Started my 2 carts on a head to a creek 8 miles distance to Encamp 
Called Muddy 38 & I returned to gow down the River to meet Sir Wil- 
liam Drummond Stewarts party who had left the united States Some 
4 or 5 days before I did but had followed the Cansas up Over a bad 
Road for muddy Creeks etc. etc. Met Sir W. D. Stewart on the Banks 
of the Soldier and assisted them in Crossing here. I took charge of the 
party of Some 60 men. Sir William had 10 Carts & one small 2 mule 
yankee waggon. 

There was Some 30 other Carts and small 2 horse wagons in Company 
Belonging to Individual gentlemen, Some of the armey, Some profes- 
sional Gentlemen, Come on the trip for pleasure, Some for Health, etc. 
etc. So we had doctors, Lawyers, botanists, Bugg Ketchers, Hunters and 
men of nearly all professions, etc. etc. 39 One half or rather more was 
hired men Belonging to Sir William, which he had employed on the 
trip. In the Evening we arrived at Muddy Creek where my brother 
Solomon P. Sublette with 2 Carts and 2 priests or Missionaries with 3 
Carts, 1 waggon, and one Small Cariole Joined us with some 15 or 20 
men more and animals in proportion. 40 The priests or Jesuites was 
bound for the flatte head missionary which Was Established there by 
Father P. Desmit some 4 or 5 years Since. Father Demit Started this 
from St. Louis and he returned to Europe Intending to Come by Sea to 
the mouth of the Columbia & then on up the River to the Kettle falls 
where there Establishment is. 41 

the twenty-sixth, found his rates so exorbitant that they built a raft of their own 
on which most of them erossed, though not without disaster. See Wilkes, History of 
Oregon, part 2, appendix, 72. 

37 Soldier creek, also called Black Warrior creek, entering the Kansas just below 
Topeka. For a map of this region see the chart accompanying Fremont's report. 
The great Oregon company reached the Kansas three days earlier and spent five 
days, that is, until the thirty-first, in crossing and reorganizing on the other side. 
Ibid., 73; Oregon historical society quarterly, 5: 68, 7: 330. The Kansas river at 
this point was about a quarter of a mile wide with sandy banks and bottom. 

38 Still called Muddy creek. It is one of the northern tributaries of the Kansas. 

39 All told, there were about one hundred men. Communication in the Missouri 
Republican, July 22, 1843, reprinted in Oregon historical society quarterly, 4: 402. 

40 This party had followed the Oregon trail, reaching the Kansas this day (May 
30), and had crossed on the Oregon company's raft. Wilkes, Sistory of Oregon, 73. 

4i Father De Smet, the famous Belgian missionary to the Flatheads, had first 
penetrated to the Indian country in 1840, preaching to the Flatheads, Shoshoni, and 
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To-day the Oragan people was perading and Electing there officers.* 2 

There was in company some 6 or 8 wagons. 43 

May 30 1843 

Bound for the California or Spanish Country On the Pacific Ocean, we 

Encampd On Muddy and had trouble in Crossing falling trees to Cross 

Our Baggage Over On by the men & pulling Our Carts &c Over by men 

and mules as the creek was rather high. Here was a muddy and Wet 

time with all hands. The Oregan people did not come up. 44 

May 30 * 5 

Move On with 18 carts, one 6 mule waggon, & 2 2 mule waggons & a 

smal Barouche, Some Cows, and Oxen, Some 80 men and about 20 or 25 

Pend d'Oreilles or Kalispel, returning to St. Louis in December of that year. In 
1841 he journeyed again to the mountains, founding St. Mary's mission among the 
Flatheads on the Bitter Boot river. He spent the winter of 1841-1842 in the Oregon 
country, proselyting among the Coeur d'Alenes and journeying in the winter to Port 
Colville, the Hudson's Bay company's poBt on the Columbia, and, in the spring, to 
Fort Vancouver on the lower Columbia. Again he returned to St. Louis and in 
the spring of 1843 accompanied Father De Vos, who had been made vice-superior 
of the mission, Father Adrian Hoeken, and Brother J. B. McGean as far as 
Westport, arriving there early in May. Returning to St. Louis, he proceeded 
to Europe, where he spent the remainder of the year gathering recruits for his 
work. He sailed from Antwerp December 12, 1843, reaching the mouth of the 
Columbia by sea July 28, 1844. St. Mary's mission is nearly two hundred miles from 
the Kettle falls. Edwin V. O'Hara, "De Smet in the Oregon country," in Oregon 
historical society quarterly, 10: 241 ff. See also Burnett, " Recollections and opin- 
ions of an old pioneer," ibid., 5: 68, and H. W. Chittenden and A. T. Richardson, 
Life, letters and travels of Father Pierre-Jean de Smet (New York, 1904), 44. 

42 The final organization of the Oregon emigrants took place after crossing the 
Kansas. The method of election is vividly, perhaps over-vividly, described by a cor- 
respondent of the New Orleans Picayune, under date November 21, 1843, reprinted 
in the Oregon historical society quarterly, 1 : 399. ' ' The candidates stood up in a 
row behind their constituents and at a given signal, they wheeled about and marched 
off, while the whole mass broke after them ' lick-a-ty-split, ' each man forming in 
behind his favorite, so that every candidate flourished a sort of tail of his own and 
the man with the longest tail was elected. These proceedings were continued until a 
captain and a council of three were elected." A literal running for office! Wilkes, 
History of Oregon, and Burnett, "Recollections and opinions of an old pioneer," in 
Oregon historical society quarterly, 5 : 58 ff ., places the election on June 1. Cf . Dale, 
"Organization of the Oregon emigrating companies," ibid., v. 16. 

* 3 That is, with the Sublette-Stewart party. 

4* This may refer to a smaller party of Oregon emigrants (independent of the 
Burnett-Applegate company) which included Overton Johnson and William H. Win- 
ter, who later wrote an account of their trip: Boute across the Rocky mountains, with 
a description of Oregon and California, their geographical features, their resources, 
soil, climate, productions, 4~c. (Lafayette, Ind., 1846). They were just a day behind 
Sublette and Stewart and had resolved to follow closely after them. 

«s Sic for May 31. 
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miles & encampt. Considerable difficulty with Small Greeks and Branch- 
es to-day. 16 

May " 1st & 2, 1843. Move on. Priests Waggon upset. May 3 Cart 
up-set and Broak shaft on Crossing a Branch of Bigg Virmillion,* 8 hard 
days march. Rained in the Evening, had Wet Encampment. 
May 49 4, 5, 6, move on Crossing strems 50 with mudy Banks, havin all 
to work. The priests waggon & carts Stalling frequently. Met John 
Rishan [ ?] this Evening (June 6 1843) one of the party of the Com- 
pany of Sabille and Adams 51 who has a fort on the River Platte near 
the mouth of Larami's fork. He had some cows & 6 Buffalo Calves & 
one young Elk also 5 or 6 One (horse) Waggons Loaded with Robes. 
7th Move on. Rained hard Last night, Late Starting, 2 of our men 
returned here with the waggons for the States. 

8th rained nearly all day. Crossing Little Sandy 52 as it was swimming. 
Crost goods & baggage on trees. 
9th remain nearly one whole day on Bigg Sandy. 
June 10th finished crossing Sandy. 53 

m The tributaries of the Blue river, whieh in turn flows into the Kansas, near 
Manhattan. 

*f Sic for June. 

48 Big Vermilion itself was a stream about a hundred yards wide and barely 
fordable at this season of the year. It is a tributary of the Blue river, entering it 
near Frankfurt, Marshall county, Kansas. 

*» -Sic. 

so Branches of Blue river. 

si Saville and Adams. Their fort was near Fort Laramie. One of the lower 
tributaries of the Laramie is called Sibylee creek. The firm name frequently occurs 
Sibyl and Adams. This concern had met with rather more than usual success the 
preceding year. See copy of a letter of Sublette to Stewart September 1, 1842, 
Sublette manuscripts, carton 1. 

82 Little Sandy, one of the Nebraska tributaries of Blue river, entering the latter 
near Powell, Jefferson county, Nebraska. The Big Sandy is another tributary of 
the Blue, a little farther west. 

S3 This would bring them to a point about three hundred miles from Independence 
and four hundred and fifty miles from Fort Laramie. Here the journal ends abrupt- 
ly. Sublette and Stewart pursued their journey to the mountains by the mueh- 
traveled North Platte and Sweetwater route, returning in the autumn, after a suc- 
cessful hunt, to St. Louis. 



